
 

 

Tuesday, 12 November at 7.30pm  

In Saint Peter’s Parish Centre 

Hillside Road 

 

Dr Daphne Lee, Professor Emerita, 

University of Otago Geology Department 

Otago possesses a wealth 

of fossil treasures hidden 

in the rocks beneath our 

feet which tell the history 

of the flora and fauna of 

southern Zealandia, from 

rainforests surrounding 

volcanic lakes at Foulden 

and Hindon to amber 

forests at Roxburgh, Hyde 

and Pomahaka.  These 

remains of ancient plants 

and animals, all held in the 

Geology Museum 

collections at the 

University of Otago, 

provide evidence for past 

climates, changing life and 

diverse ecosystems which 

are a key part of our 

biological heritage. 

Daphne Lee is an Emeritus 

Professor in the Geology 

Department, University of 

Otago.  She grew up on a farm 

in Southland and decided to 

become a geologist at the age 

of 14, a decision she has 

never regretted.  Her 

research interests include 

fossils of all kinds from 

diatoms to insects to plants 

and fish, paleoecology and 

paleoclimate.  Her main focus 

over the past 20 years has 

been the remarkable fossil 

site near Middlemarch called 

Foulden Maar but she works 

on many other sites in Otago 

and Southland. 


